Let’s Practice Variables
A Quick Recap… use your notes to quickly define these three terms…

Hypothesis: _____________________________________________________________

Independent Variable: _____________________________________________________

Dependent Variable: ______________________________________________________

First, let’s make sure you know how to write a hypothesis: Take a look at these questions one might ask and create a hypothesis. (Remember to use If… Then… statements.)
1) I wonder if the number of books I read will help me get smarter? 

Hypothesis:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) I wonder what will happen to my plant if I leave it in the closet with no light?
Hypothesis:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3) I wonder if I watch movies with a lot of swearing in it, I will start swearing more?
Hypothesis:_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Now, read the following hypotheses and identify the different variables. 

1) Your risk for lung cancer depends upon the number of cigarettes you smoke. 

a. Independent: ________________________________________________

b. Dependent: __________________________________________________

2) The number of sharks in the area depends upon the amount of blood in the water. 

a. Independent: ________________________________________________

3) The strength of your bones depends upon the amount of milk you drink. 
a. Independent: ________________________________________________

b. Dependent: __________________________________________________
4) The number of free throw shots you will make depends upon how much time you practice. 

a. Independent: ________________________________________________

b. Dependent: __________________________________________________
Final Practice 
In this section, you will read about 2 experiments that I am performing.  Please help me write a hypothesis and help me identify the different variables. – independent and dependent. 
I am doing a test to see if there is a connection between how long you run and how fast your heart beats. I will be performing an experiment where a person will run for a 1 minute and I will check their heartbeat. Then they will run for 2 minutes and I will check their heart rate. I will do this up to 6 minutes and see if there is a connection.  What do you think my hypothesis should be? What are my variables?  
Hypothesis:___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Independent variable: ________________________________________________

Dependent Variable: _________________________________________________

Volleyball season is right around the corner and I think I need to make sure I am healthy and I want to lose some weight. I keep seeing these commercials for Special K cereal and if you eat it for 2 weeks, you will lose 10 pounds. I want to test this idea and see if it actually works. I plan on eating whatever I want for the next two weeks and am going to track my weight every morning. Then I will eat nothing but Special K cereal, milk  and water for two weeks and track my weight in the morning. What do you think my hypothesis should be? What will my variables be?

 Hypothesis:___________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

Independent variable: ________________________________________________

Dependent Variable: _________________________________________________

